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Thursday, September 29, 2022
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

The Loeb Boathouse, Central Park, New York City



Student Learning Stations: Visit Them All!
Nature: Christodora’s Ecosystem of Programs  

& Elliman Scholar Experience: Hurricane Island Outward Bound  
Learning: Spotted Lanternfly & Invasive Species Quiz 

Leadership: Raccoon Circles as a Leadership Tool

Welcome Remarks 
Sin Senh and George Davison, Gala Co-Chairs

Spirit of Christodora Award
Introduction by Tatiana Pouschine, Christodora Board Chair

Honoree Judith F. Rivkin, Christodora Executive Director

Christodora Alumni Circle 
Special Video/Introduction by Stephen Payne 

Reflections on Christodora’s Impact: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow

Special Messages

Silent Auction Continues 
Until Friday, September 30 at 9 pm – place your “max bids”  

and make your Fund-a-Need selections!

Leading the way for 125 years, Christodora has helped young  
New Yorkers grow and thrive as they form deep connections  

with the natural world and each other.  
 

Our early community based work has blossomed into our current 
network of “nature, learning, leadership” environmental science  

and youth development programs – in NYC classrooms,  
in city parks, and in wilderness settings. 

Learn more at www.christodora.org.



JUDITH F. RIVKIN 
Spirit of Christodora Award Recipient 
Judith Rivkin joined Christodora as Executive  
Director in 2011. A native New Yorker, her love of
nature was fostered by her access to the American
Museum of Natural History and Central Park. Her
passion for the outdoors was cemented when she 

spent a college summer working in Yellowstone Park. She has carried the 
lesson of the transformative power of deep experiences in nature throughout 
her life. After many years, she was introduced to Christodora, and given the 
chance to help connect thousands of NYC students with these opportunities. 
From Day 1 as Executive Director, she has considered her role to be more than 
a job but a personal commitment to the mission and people of Christodora.
 
Judy’s previous nonprofit leadership positions have included the Times Square 
Alliance and Friends of Governors Island as well as various strategic program 
planning assignments as an independent consultant. Her corporate career 
included 15 years at HBO. Judy holds a BA in History with a focus on city 
planning from Yale and an MBA in Finance and Marketing from Columbia.
 
Judy is grateful for the privilege of carrying on Christodora’s traditions and 
also helping to forge new paths. Most importantly, she has treasured the 
time spent with all of Christodora’s students, staff, teachers, board members, 
program partners, and alumni – with new opportunities to learn and explore,
each and every day.

Honoree Alumni Circle
(CONTINUED)

Alumni Circle

Nathaly Agosto Filion
NJ Dept of Environmental Protection: 
Deputy Climate Resilience Officer; 
previously Chief Sustainability Officer 
of Newark, NJ.

Aaliyah Bell 
Smith College School for Social work: 
Completing last year of degree work, 
supporting predominately Black 
undergraduate students while 
volunteering at Soul Fire Farm.

Kathleen Castillo
NYC District 7: Early Childhood 
Educator.

Adrian Castro
Wellesley College: Assistant Professor 
of Geosciences, researching the geologic 
history of NYC and New England.

Dieynabou Diallo
PowerSwitch Action: Climate justice 
organizer working with grassroots 
organizations around the nation 
fighting for climate policy that centers 
racial justice.
 
Yarniece Hamlett
Excellence Community Schools: Science 
& Math Teacher; trainer for effective 
use of technology in classrooms.

David Hidalgo 
Walgreens Pharmacy: Operations 
Manager.

Robert Michelin
Gotham Professional Arts Academy 
(Brooklyn): Head of School and 
Teacher. Christodora Board member.

Stephen Payne
Security firm supervisor; current  
New Youth Conservationists staff.

Madison Payton
Eagle Academy For Young Men Network: 
Network instructional coach.

Celines Pinto
Neighborhood Charter Schools  
(Bronx and Harlem): Math  
Coordinator, writing curriculum  
and observing lessons.

Xatziri Ponce
Manager of family baking business, 
Alexamoto, Inc.: recent Christodora 
outdoor educator staff.

Sin Senh
Roux Associates Inc: CEO; 
Hydrogeologist working in the  
field of environmental consulting.  
Christodora Board member.

Renel Saint Jour 
Bee University: Nonprofit Co-founder 
and Director of Operations; previously  
at City Growers.

Alyssa Strykers 
Inwood Academy for Leadership 
Charter School: Director of Academic 
Intervention Services; dedicated to 
working in education with mission  
for equity.

Tenzin Wangmo
Human Rights Watch: General  
Counsel’s Office; planning career  
in public interest law.

To launch the year-long celebration of our 125th anniversary, we reached out to 
Christodora alumni leaders and previous gala Alumni Honorees. They are at 

the core of our new Alumni Circle, which will re-engage our broad community 
of alumni in service to Christodora students past, present, and future.

 
Tonight’s Alumni Circle members have participated in the full range  
of Christodora’s programs over many years: city classrooms, class field  
trips and summer camp sessions at the Manice Education Center, field 
research at Great Mountain Forest, and Elliman Scholars at advanced 
programs around the country. Most have also served as Christodora  

staff members and mentors to younger students. We thank them  
for their ongoing commitment and leadership.
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Supporters
MIGHTY OAK TABLE
Hillside Capital
Pamela Manice
James S. R. Rose / RDL Wealth  

Management

HEROIC HICKORY TABLE
Leonis Partners/LoneTree Capital

MAGNIFICENT MAPLE TABLE
Kenney Oh & Cecilia Artacho Oh
Eva Pomice
George Davison & Judith Rivkin

Roux Associates, Inc. / Sin Senh /  
Paul Roux

Tatiana Pouschine
Shearman & Sterling

Dilip Advani
Lucie & Seth Aidinoff
ALCO Lock & Safe
Dan Chung & Alexandra Alger
Molly & William Ambler
Elyce & Andrew Arons
Aquifer Drilling 
Auchter Industrial Vac Services
David Lebenstein & Ellen Baer
Ethan Barhydt
Joan S. Blaine
Louise Braverman
Walt & Lolly Breakell
Brown & Brown Insurance
M. Christine Carty
Manu Bammi & Katrina Cary
Louise Parent & John Casaly
Cascade Drilling
Leona & Win Chamberlin
Douglas Evans & Sarah Cogan
Bruce Sales & Lisa Conroy
Karen Cornelius
William Crompton
Gay & Barry Curtiss-Lusher
Alice Davison

Gala Donors
(CONTINUED)

GALA DONORS & TICKET HOLDERS
Harry & Kristina Davison
Donna Richman & Michael Ehrenberg
Alice Cheang & Edward Elliman
Ann Elliman
ENTACT
Curran B. Estreich
Eurofins Environment Testing  

America - Edison
Timothy Wallach & Fleur Fairman
Todd Farmer
Celia Felsher
Carol Fenelon
Kara Fic
Jonathan Freedman
Nick Robins & Tracy Freedman
Brian Gaureault
Alexandra Graubert
Andy Romig & Megan Hellerer
Sanford Stark & Miriam Herman
Ronald Abramson & Sarah Hines
Justin Peyser & Michelle Hobart
Kevin Hoogerhyde
Eric Rayman & Susan Horton
Abigail Huffman
Jacqueline & John Hullar

Dave Humphreville
Jeremy Koch & Katherine Humpstone
Mr. & Mrs. John N. Irwin III
Barton & Debby Jones
The Kelly Family Fund
Kevin Raymond & Christi Kenyon
Andrew Knox
Roy Yan & Elizabeth Kuhlenkamp
Nick Stephens & Lisa Kunstadter
Doug Skrypeck & Shingmin Lai
A. Floyd Lattin
Carol M. Lee
Frederick & Susan Lodge
George Loening
LoneTree Capital
Michael Kaye & Andrea Loukin
Podie Lynch
Joe Magliocco
Makaira Partners, LLC
Christopher & Elizabeth Manice
Melissa & Charles Manice
Pamela Manice
Brian & Rachel Matthews
Edith McBean
Paula Gifford & Christopher McKenzie
Robert Michelin
Michter’s Distillery
Magdalena & Lisandro Miguens
Shyamli & Robert Milam
Stephen Milliken
John Markowitz & Barbara Milrod
Sue & Bob Nusbaum
Cecilia Artacho Oh & Kenney Oh
Frederick H. Osborn III
Alison Overseth
Caroline & Marc Packer
Elizabeth T. Peabody
Malcolm E. Peabody
Hillary & Andrew Peck
Mark Pennington
Robert & Pauline Pennoyer
Julia Pershan

Whitney & Jeanne Pidot
Eva Pomice
John & Cassie Pouschine
Tatiana Pouschine
Noni Pratt
Christopher Proce
Alex & Mary Bruce Rae Grant
RDL Wealth Management
Jaana Rehnstrom Blane
David & Marilyn Rivkin
George Davison & Judith Rivkin
Jessica Rivkin
Adrienne Rogatnick
James S. R. Rose
Gary S. Bush & Debbie Rosenberg
Paul Roux
Roux Associates, Inc
Emily Russell
Dick Pershan & Shelley Sadin
Sin Senh
Lisa Schubert
David Good & Linda Schupack
Shearman & Sterling
Marilyn & James Simons
Catherine McCabe & Gary Spindler
Gregory Steinmetz
George & Christine Stonbely
Kenneth & Jean Telljohann
Cleo & Carla Thomas
Kevin Thompson
Tracy L. Toon
United Industries & Construction Corp
Bruce Knecht & Harry Van Dyke
Catherine & Tim Visser
Mr. & Mrs. E. John Whelchel
Anne E. Tergesen & James H. R.  

Windels
Debra Wollens
Allison Knapp & David Womack
Christine & Hugh Wynne
Anne & John Zaccaro
Margaret Downs & Henry Zachary

All supporter lists are information as of September 27th.



FOUNDING
Young Women’s Settlement founded; 
renamed Christodora (“Gift of Love”) 
in 1898 with enlarged scope, at 147 Ave 
B. Provided nonsectarian support for 
immigrant families through vocational 
training, community gathering, art  
and music schools; hosted George 
Gershwin’s first public recital in 1914.

CHRISTODORA HOUSE
Expanded programs at new, 16-story 
Christodora House on Tompkins Square. 
Pioneered model in which residents 
shared their skills with the community. 
The Poets’ Guild, including Robert Frost, 
published the Unbound Anthology to 
make poetry accessible to all.

1897–1898

CAMPING BEGINS
Camp Northover, in New Jersey,  
opened as a summer refuge for  
outdoor recreation and healthy living. 
Harry Hopkins joined as a young  
camp counselor and then lived and 
worked at the Settlement on Ave B; 
informed his later work as architect  
of the New Deal.

1908

1927–1948

FOCUS ON NATURE
Board refocused mission on nature- 
based programs, while providing 
community services with NYC partners 
including Riis Houses. In the 1970’s, 
launched backwoods excursion and  
ecology education programs in Harriman  
State Park and the Adirondacks, and  
in NYC at the American Museum of  
Natural History.

1948–

MANICE EDUCATION  
CENTER
New wilderness camp program in the 
Berkshires replaced Camp Northover, 
to enhance opportunities for developing 
outdoor and leadership skils. Summer 
sessions and school-year field trips  
serve almost 1,000 NYC students per  
year. Students return year after year  
and develop into staff members and  
role models.

1981–

CLASSROOMS and 
AFTERSCHOOL in NYC
Christodora educators bring hands-on 
ecology into public school classrooms, 
sparking students’ interest in science 
and nature. Students can stay involved 
throughout the year by participating in 
weekend stewardship and field ecology 
programs in city parks and beyond.

1980s–

125 Years of Milestones

125th Anniversary Events
Stay tuned for a year of fun with 125th anniversary and alumni events! 

...including historic presentations, family and friend picnics, and more! 



Auction & In-Kind Donors
William Ambler 
Susan Barr 
Mumu Bath 
Hunter & Virginia Breshears
Caddell & Williams 
Collective Retreats
Equinox 
Frances Valentine 
Genevieve Irwin Goelet 
Heike Grebenstein
J. McLaughlin
Matthew Koven 
Elizabeth Kuhlenkamp
Margulies Hoelzli Architecture
Carina Levintoff

Chris McKenzie
Opus 40
Orchestra LUMOS 
Patagonia / Upper West Side
David & Marilyn Rivkin
George Davison & Judith Rivkin
James S. R. Rose
Lisa Kunstadter & Nick Stephens 
Pamela Manice
Peter Manice / Tailwind Air
The Cathedral of Saint John the Divine
The Late Show with Stephen Colbert
William Washburn
Chris Whittaker

Special Thanks To
CHRISTODORA STAFF & FRIENDS

Alexis Agliano Sanborn
Lianne D’Arcy
Kris Dikeman
Chloe Kellner
Melissa Kiewiet
Julia Holmes Bailey
Brett Billings
Julie Dauer
Lizz Fitzpatrick
Jaret Gonzalez
Kristen Holmes
Ray Hughes
Anne Kirkup
Elizabeth Kuhlenkamp
Jackie Meyer
Caroline McCarthy 
The Michter’s Team  
   (Joe, Alisa, Shari & Lysette)
Keilyn Ojeda

Alex Polach 
Eva Pomice
LaVonne Reimer
Sirin Samman
Rebecca Stein
Aisha Umar
Chris Whittaker

Participating students:
Carlos Cruz 
Carson Everette
Siumelis Felipe
Kaisha Handa 
Johnnia Martely
Matthew Rodriguez
Jolie Santiago 
Ari Tirado
Luca Zaccareli

List in formation as of September 27th.

VIP tickets to The Late Show with Stephen Colbert

Unique spirits from Caddell & Williams

Stylish updates from Frances Valentine,  
Jimmy Choo, Ferragamo, Patagonia, and more!

Membership to Opus 40 sculpture garden

Prime seats for Yankees and Mets!

Special experiences
Behind the scenes tours, bird watching,  

jazz piano at your private event

Wyoming Ranch Experience 
Journey out to Dayton, Wyoming and 
stay at an exclusive ranch. Go fishing 

on the famous Big Horn River and 
take a float trip with expert guides.

Maine Cabin
On the “quiet side” of Mount Desert 

Island – experience Acadia 
National Park without the crowds.

Travel Experiences

& More!

MAKE SURE TO BID ON THESE

exciting items!



Leonis Partners & LoneTree 
Support Christodora

 

 
Leonis Partners is a New York and  

London-based M&A advisor for leading  
software and tech-enabled services  

companies in the middle market.
 
 

LoneTree provides flexible capital  
and operational assistance to  

market-leading founder-owned  
companies in high-growth sectors.



We are delighted to support 
Christodora’s efforts to 
promote the educational and 
developmental growth of 
New York City youth.

shearman.com

Congratulations 
to the love of my 
life for the love 
she has shared 

with the  
Christodora 
Community.

– George



Makaira Partners LLC is proud to support Christodora  
and its nature and leadership programs.

ALCO  Lock  &  Safe  
Supports  Christodora

MANICE  
by Cemental Grayson, student,  
August 1989

Green and Brown reminds me of Manice. 
Green and Brown leaves with Green and 
Brown trees. 

Also, the greatest counselors ever.
 
Slugs, and Bugs and Spiders accompanied 
by rats, and rabbits and birds and any 
others I may have forgotten. 

These things will stay in my heart. 

Not just in my memories of the past but 
carried along always. A love like mine 
will forever last. What a spell over me 
Manice has cast. 

Whatever, my mind is thinking of you,  
my heart fills with love and sorrow. 

Ever wishing to see you tomorrow.



Thank you!

Our silent auction continues until  
Friday, September 30, 2022 at 9 pm
https://one.bidpal.net/2022campfire/

Want to stay in touch and learn how you  
can volunteer alongside our students?  

Email info@christodora.org

One East 53rd Street, 14th Floor
New York, NY 10022

212.371.5225
EIN: 13-5562192

Follow us on:
Instagram @Christodora 

Facebook @ChristodoraNLL
Visit our website at christodora.org

#campfire2022
#christodora125

Bidder No.


